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speedily followed by his mother's departure for her native
Leicester. Her sole dependence, it. seems, was an annuity
of 20Z. a year, which had been bought for her by her
husband upon their marriage. Some of the Swift family
seem also to have helped her, but, for reasons not now
discoverable, she found Leicester preferable to Dublin,
even at the price of parting from the little^ Jonathan.
Godwin took him off her hands and sent him to Kil-
kenny School at the age of six, and from that early
period the child had to grow up as virtually an orphan.
His mother through several years to come can have been
little more than a name to him. Kilkenny School, called
the "Eton of Ireland," enjoyed a high reputation. Two
of Swift's most famous contemporaries were educated
there. Congreve, two years his junior, was one of his

'schoolfellows, and a warm friendship remained^ when both
had become famous. Fourteen years after Swift had left
the school it was entered by George Berkeley, destined.to
win a fame of the purest and highest kind, and to come
into a strange relationship to Swift. It would be vain to
ask what credit may be claimed by Kilkenny School for

^thus "producing" (it is the word used on such occasions)
the greatest satirist, the most brilliant writer of comedies,

\and the subtlest metaphysician in the English language.
Our knowledge of Swift's experiences at this period is
almost confined to a single anecdote. "I remember," he
says incidentally in a letter to Lord Bolingbroke, " when I
was a little boy, I felt a great fish at the end of my line,
which I drew up almost on the ground; but it dropped in,
and the disappointment vexes me to this very day, and I
believe it was the type of all my future disappointments." *

1 Readers may remember a clever adaptation of ibis i
Lord Lytton7s My Novel.